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- Visitation to the site can be encouraged and made more rewarding through the 
following specific actions:

Establish and create infrastructure for a “Water Trail” that will explain and 
present the hydraulic heritage of Irtas, linking the Pools of Solomon to the 
village and (via the line of the aqueduct) to Herodium.

Establish a visible main entrance to the Water Trail to direct visitors toward its 
various heritage elements.

Create a visitor reception area center immediately inside the main entrance to 
the Water Trail that will include Visitor Service facilities (car park, cafeteria, and 
restrooms) as well as clearly marked signs for beginning the circular or longer 
tour.

Construct an observation point at Khirbet al-Khoukh

Create a visitors’ reception area at the entrance to the village that will clearly 
mark the way to the following points of interest:

“The Story of the Springs” in the village square
Folklore Museum
Mamluk water mill
The British Council Gate
Remains of aqueduct to Herodium

Present the agricultural traditions of Irtas through:
Reconstructed terrace agriculture
Local produce: lettuce, cabbage, tomatoes
Organic Food
Promotion of annual Lettuce Festival

Clearly mark the paths from the village toward:
The Convent of the Hortus Conclusus
Herodium

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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Resources and Tools

In addition to the general principles and approaches of Shared Heritage that have been 
noted in the preceding sections, this manual includes supplementary material in CD format 
that may be helpful in the implementation of sustainable development strategies:

Council of Europe Framework Convention on the Value of Cultural Heritage for 
Society (also known as the Faro Convention) that enumerates the shared rights 
and responsibilities of government officials and the general public to maximize the 
positive value of cultural heritage.

The ICOMOS Ename Charter for the Interpretation and Presentation of Cultural 
Heritage Sites that stresses the principles of Access, Sound Information Sources, 
Authenticity, Inclusiveness, Sustainability, and Continued Training as the foundations 
of socially responsible heritage.

HICIRA Handbook, created by a European consortium of heritage sites in rural 
or undeveloped areas that place the stress on the establishment of interpretation 
centres that will serve as active heritage institutions for both outside tourists and the 
local community.

The HEREDUC Teachers’ Manual produced by the European Union, provides 
detailed class plans and activities for students from Elementary through
High School.

UNESCO World Heritage Centre’s World Heritage in Young Hands Kit.

Site assessment Checklist/Questionnaires for continued monitoring and public 
feedback on challenges and opportunities for site enhancement and development.

Sample visitor questionnaire from Heritage Malta. 

Matrices for Heritage Actions that can serve as a guide to the diversification of 
Shared Heritage activities at the site.

WWF Wetland Management Planning: A Guide for Site Managers 

UNESCO – Man and Biosphere Guides: A Creative Approach to Environmental 
Education and Tracking the Path of Sustainable Tourism

The World Bank’s “Orientations in Development Series”, Cultural Heritage and 
Development: A Framework for Action in the Middle East and North Africa

IUCN natural heritage resource manuals
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